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MASK FESTIVAL RETURNS TO THE CLEVELAND MUSEUM OF ART 

(Cleveland, OH) The Cleveland Museum of Art is pleased to announce the return of the 
annual Circle of Masks, the official “kick-off’ to Parade the Circle season, from 2:00 to 5:00 
on April 27, 1997. A free family event inspired by the spirit of Carnival around the world. 
Circle of Masks combines hands-on workshops with performance events. 

Three maskmaking stations will be set up to help participants make masks. Each will 
have a different theme. One is based on Trinidad’s “Old Mas” Carnival characters with 
Trinidad native Wendy Hils; another on Afro-Brazilian carnival masks is led by Lyneise 
Williams; and the third is dedicated to Japanese festival masks with Mark Sugiuchi. The 
festival also features premieres of two masked movement pieces commissioned for this 
event: an excerpt from Symphony of Sorrowful Songs” by Ground 2ero Movement Theater 
and “Gallerie” by Vivian Vail. 

For the day’s finale. Ana Paula Jones, visiting actress and dancer from Brazil, leads 
dancers from the YARD (Cleveland School of the Arts Youth at Risk Dancing) in the 
traditional Brazilian movement and fighting game called capoeira. “Baba” David Coleman, 
director of Iroko Drum and Dance Society, will accompany Jones — then they both will teach 
the audience how to “do the capoeira.” This year’s Parade the Circle poster and T-shirt will 
be unveiled and for sale at the Circle of Masks. 

This year’s Mask Festival benefits from a two-way artist exchange between 
Cleveland and Trinidad and Tobago made possible by a grant from the Ohio Arts Council 
International Program. Parade the Circle is copresented by the Cleveland Museum of Art and 
University Circle Incorporated, and is sponsored by Metropolitan Savings Bank with 
generous support from the George Gund Foundation and the Ohio Arts Council. 
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